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In a notice on p. 52 will be found a description of 
‘the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 8 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 50-51. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

relating to Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 

"Information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiry.—-A correspondent asks for names of Canadian 
exporters of canned yolks of eggs. 
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Canadian Enquiries——Enquiry has been received from St. John 
(New Brunswick) for names of reliable business houses interested 
in the importation of canned and bottled lobsters. 

The corporation of a town in the province of Ontario, being 
desirous to secure the establishment of a beet-sugar factory in the 
neighbourhood, are willing to grant exemption from taxes, free 
light and water to a company undertaking the business. The 
corporation will, if desired, take an interest in such company, and 
it is said that the farmers of the district will guarantee a good 
supply of beet. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 


aoe = stating that tenders are invited by the Aker 
ont Board of Engineers, Christiania, to be received 


not later than the 22nd April, for the supply of 
water pipes and draining materials, including drain pipes, digging 
and blasting tools and materials, linseed oil, cement, sand, &c. 
Detailed information may be obtained on application to “ Akers 
Vand-og Kloakveesens, Kontor,” Heimdals Gade No. 1, Christiania. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 


for that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
in ane Naval Authorities, to be received not later than 


the 15th April, for the supply of 1,000 sailor 
caps and 1,000 blue striped woollen vests. 

The patterns of these articles and conditions of tender may be 
inspected at the Marinens Intendantur, Horten, Norway, or at the 
Defence Department, Christiania. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Madrid Gazette” of 25th inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders for th ion of a tram li A be 

" nders for the concession of a tram line, 
worked by animal-power, in the city of Coruiia, 
” from the Puerto Real to the railway station, 
with branches. Tenders will be opened at 1 p.m. on 24th May 
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next, in the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and 
Public Works in Madrid, and the competition is to turn in the first 
place on the reduction of the maximum tariff rates for the working 
of the tramway, and then in the case of two equal propositions it 
is to turn upon the reduction of the number of years of the conces- 
sion, the maximum being 60, The plan, list of conditions, tariff of 
rates and other documents, may be seen in the Railway Department 
of the Ministry, and it is to be noted that on the same terms a right 
of preference is granted to the author of an existing petition for the 
concession, as well as the right to a certain payment in respect of 
work done in drawing out the plans, should the contract not be 
awarded to him. A provisional deposit of 2,602 pesetas, or about 
761. 6s. is required, 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 31st ult. contains a Royal Order 
approving the sheet of conditions given in the 
“Gazette” for the establishment and working 
of a telephone system in Denia. Tenders are 
asked for, to be presented within 40 days at the Civil Government 
Offices of the Province of Alicante, or in the Directorate General 
of Posts and Telegraphs, 10 Calle de Carretas, Madrid, for the 
establishment and working of such a system on the terms laid 
down ; the competition is to turn upon the number of years for 
which the concessionaire is willing to accept the contract, and 
at the termination of which the whole system becomes the 
property of the State. The maximum time is 20 years. 

A provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or 29/. 10s., is required 
with any tender. ‘lenders will be opened at noon, five days after 
the expiry of the time tor their presentation. It is to be noted 
that the plan presented by the Sociedad ‘Telefonica Dianense (not 
copied in the “ Gazette”) is to serve as a basis for maximum rates, 
and that, as tenderers for the contract, this Company has the right 
of preference on equal terms. 


Telephone System 
for Denia. 


The “Gazette” containing the above Order may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SERVIA. 


The New York ‘“ Journal of Commerce” of 9th ult. reports that 
a Belgrade firm have secured a concession from 


ysl hea the Servian Government to erect large and 
of Machine modern machine shops and foundries in 
- Belgrade. After the erection of such works the 


concessionaires will engage in the manufacture of agricultural 
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machinery and implements and other specialities. The Government 
has agreed to admit, free of duty, the necessary requirements for 
the construction and equipment of the new plant. It is stated 
that, from 10,0001. to 12,0001. will be invested in machinery, tools, 
and other equipment. The Germans and Austrians will be the 
greatest competitors with this undertaking, for the manufacturers of 
Germany and Austria have a foothold in the Servian market in all 
that pertains to iron and steel manufacture. There will be no home 
competition, as there are no manufacturers in that country. 
Servia imports every year a considerable amount of all kinds of 
iron and steel products. In machinery of various kinds the imports 
into the Balkan States have averaged nearly 60,000/. for the past 
few years, and all this trade is stated to be principally in the hands 
of the Germans. 


CUBA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders f from H.M. Consul-General at Havana, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Military Governor, 
Sewering - to be received not later than the 29th May, for 
Paving of Havana. | 11,, sewering and paving of the city of Havana. 
Specifications and conditions of tender may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m and 5 p.m. 


ARGENTINA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 384 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal ” for 14th February last, the Secretary 
Tenders for Port oF State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
Werks af Besneis. despatch from H.M. Consul at Rosario, stating 
that by a Decree of the National Government, dated the 26th 
February, the term allowed for presenting tenders for the Rosario 
Port Works has been extended to the 10th December, 1901, in 
London, and the 10th January, 1902, in Buenos Ayres. 


AW 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


ITALY. 


According to a report of the French Consul at Turin, published in 
the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 21st 


ult., an international exhibition of modern 
"iio . decorative art will be held at Turin next year 
estate dat between April and November. The Committee 


who initiated the present proposal have united 
with the committee who organised the exhibition of 1898, the 
presidency of the general committee thus formed having been 
accepted by the Duke of Aosta. The exhibition will include all 
artistic embellishments for streets and for the interior and exterior © 
of houses. It will also include an infinite variety of picturesque 
decorations for houses such as doors, windows, earthenware, 
glassware, mosaics, cloths, carpets, table cloths, laces, embroidery ; 
stained paper, skins, matting; metals cast, forged and chased, 
repoussé work and weapons ; apparatus for lighting and heating; 
furniture; gold and silver wares, medallions, seals; engravings, 
architectural modillions, monograms, visiting cards, playing cards, 
bonds and bank notes, postage stamps, bindings, furnished rooms ; 
plans of buildings, streets, squares, gardens and_porticoes ; 
fountains, kiosks, cupolas, flags; public seals, shop windows, 
letter boxes, clocks, and of everything that can furnish an 
example of esthetical taste as applied to familiar objects. 

Tt is not the costly, luxurious articles that it is proposed especi- 
ally to gather together, but types of decoration suitable for every 
house and adapted to the means of every purse. Reproductions 
of antique styles will be excluded, as also will copies of historical 
objects and the productions of arts and manufactures not inspired 
by an artistic taste. The exhibition must have a modern character 
without excluding, however, the productions or the elements of 
antique art adapted in a new manner to modern needs. 

The committee have decided that exhibitors are not to pay for 
the space occupied by them, but only a small registration fee. 

The exhibition of 1902 will be held in the Valentino Park on the 
left bank of the River Po. 
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THE INDUSTRIES OF NATAL. 


The following particulars respecting some of the principal 
industries in Natal are taken from the report of the Durban 
Chamber of Commerce for 1900: — 


Coal—The output of Natal coal mines for 1900 is officially 
reported by the Natal Commissioner of Mines as 241,330 tons. 
Owing to the -occupation of the coal-mining districts by the 
Boers, there was no output from January to March. In April the 
Elandslaagte mine began producing. The mines in the Dundee 
district, which were not clear of the enemy till some weeks later, 
began producing in June, and there has been a steadily increasing 
output since. ‘The official output for the past seven years is given 
as follows—all in tons of 2,240 Ibs. :— 


Year. Tons. 

1899 (about 93 months) ... 328,000 


With the exception of a few weeks in October, 1900, the 
demand for bunker coal greatly exceeded the supply, and at 
times steamers were delayed for considerable periods, and some 
had to proceed to other South African ports to take in coal. None 
of the mines were able to work up to their full capacity owing to 
the inability of the Railway Department to keep them supplied 
with empty waggons, which suffered detention at times in the 
Transvaal Colony. 

For the first time in the history of the Natal coal trade, the 
Cape railway contract for imported coal has been secured for Natal. 
It amounts to 6,200 tons of coal per month, and is for nine months 
beginning January, 1901. There seems to be no reason why all 
the Cape Colony requirements of imported coal should not be 
supplied by the Natal collieries, and a considerable export trade 
thereby secured. 

The coal exported in 1900 amounted to 146,000 tons, including 
some coal imported for bunker purposes while the Natal mines 
were not at work. The total importation for the year was 
31,500 tons, most of which was for railway use. 


Sugar.—The following are the returns (in tons of 2,000 lbs.) of 
Natal sugar conveyed by rail in late years :— 


| 
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Year. North Coast. | South Coast. Total, 


Short tons. Short tons, Short tons. 


Res 5,600 18,400 
5,600 16,100 
7,900 23,700 
6,600 25,300 
6,000 17,700 


These figures, with 500 tons added for sugar consumed locally 
in each of the earlier years and 1,000 in each of the last two or 
three, represent as nearly as may be the tonnage of sugar produced 
by the Natal mills. 

The large diminution in the tonnage: of sugar carried by the 
railway from the factories to Durban in 1900, as compared with 
the two previous years, is accounted for by the serious loss of crop 
suffered on estates, particularly on the North Coast, through the 
extremely dry weather which was experienced during the whole of 
the year, and which rainfall records show was unprecedented for 
30 years. 

Rains have been abundant since December, and the crop 
prospects for 1901 are reported to be very good. 

‘Lhe area of land planted with cane is continually increasing. 
To supply, however, the sugar market of the whole of South 
Africa, which might well now be aimed at by planters and holders 
of coast lands, a large accession of enterprise and capital must 
take place. 


Tea.—The following notes on the Natal tea industry are by a 
tea-planter of the Colony :—‘ The output of Natal tea is increasing 
steadily, but the great length of time (from three to five years) 
before a return is obtained from planting render the increase less 
than it otherwise would be. The opening of the Cape market 
gave an impetus to planting, but the result or return is not yet 
available. Probably the increased area under tea during the past 
two years has been from four to five hundred acres. Seeing that 
no new estates are being opened out, but only the increased area 
planted by the present growers, the increase must be considered 
satisfactory. 

“The yield of tea for the Colony will probably reach close upon 
1,50¢,000 lbs. weight, which will be 250,000 lbs. more than last 
seascn. 

“The dry weather of the last and present season has been detri- 
mertal to the production of leaf, and especially to the growth of 
the young newly-planted tea, the excessive heat having badly 
treated newly-planted land.” 
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Spirits—The quantity of spirits manufactured in Natal during 
1900 was 159,700 gallons, as against 64,000 gallons for 1899. 
The quantities methylated were respectively 13,000 gallons and 
7,300 gallons. The export, which had been nominal for many 
years, rose to 23,000 gallons. The consumption in the Colony, 
according to the returns of the Controller of Excise, was 106,000 
gallons, against 28,800 for 1899. 


Wool.—The wool and hide market fell continuously during the 
ear. 
J Large quantities of Orange River Colony and Transvaal wools, 
that in the ordinary course would have reached Durban for sale, 
were shipped via Delagoa Bay, and much was left up country to 
rot in the open. 

A great number of sheep were slaughtered, and the flocks that 
were left have been without proper attention and are said to have 
scab. Only small quantities of wool are expected to reach Durban 
until the war is over and the country has settled down again under 
normal conditions. 
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THE COTTON INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Director of the 
Twelfth Census of the United States an interesting report on 
cotton ginning in that country during the census year (crop of 
1899), prepared by Mr. Daniel C. Roper, of South Carolina. 

This is stated to be the first report of its kind ever made by a 
United States censts. The statistics have been taken upon a 
special schedule, collected both by correspondence and through the 
enumerators, from 29,620 establishments, public and private, 
engaged in ginning cotton in 14 states and two territories, and 
much important information has been elicited in this manner 
which is new to the public. 

The American crop of 1899 is found to be 9,645,974 commercial 
bales (bales as marketed), amounting to 4,672,695,500 lbs., 
equivalent to 9,545,391 bales of an average weight of 500 lbs. 

The aggregate of commercial bales is divided into the upland 
and the sea-island crops as follows:—Square bales, 9,043,231, of 
an average weight of 498 lbs., with an average cost per bale for 
ginning and baling of 2°03 dols.; round bales, 505,464, of an 
average weight of 259 lbs., with an average cost per bale for 
ginning and baling of 1°15 dol. ; sea-island bales, 97,279, of an 
average weight of 388 lbs., with an average cost per bale for 
ginning and baling of 4°90 dols. 

The report further shows the actual number of pounds of cotton 
put up in each of the three forms given, and classifies the 29,620 
ginning establishments reporting, as follows :—Those operated for 
the public, 6,468 ; those operated for the plantation only, 2,863 ; 
those operated for the public and plantation, 20,289. It shows, 
also, the average time the ginning establishments were operated to 
be three months. 


Prior to the invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney, in 1794, 
the separation of the seed from the lint cotton was so difficult as to 
limit the cultivation of cotton. This separation of the seed from 
the lint had to be done by hand, a task being 4 pounds of lint 
cotton per week for each head of a family, working at night, in 
addition to the usual field work. Thus it would take one person 
two years to turn out the quantity of cotton contained in one 
average standard bale. One machine will gin from three to 15 
500-lb. bales per day, dependent upon its power and saw capacity. 

Possibly no invention has ever caused so rapid development of 
the industry with which it was associated as that brought through 
this saw-cotton gin. In 1793, the exportation of cotton from the 
United States was 487,500 lbs., or 975 bales of an average weight 
of 500 lbs. In 1794, the year in which the Whitney gin was 
patented, the number of pounds of cotton exported from the United 
States was 1,600,000, equivalent to 3,200 bales of a 500-lb. 
standard, ‘This large production so frightened the cotton farmers, 
in anticipation of an over-production of the crop, as to cause them 
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to pledge themselves to desist from its production. One of these 
farmers, looking upon his crop gathered for that year, exclaimed, 
“T have done with the cultivation of cotton; there is enough in 
that ginhouse to make stockings for ali the people in America.” 
And yet within 100 years, 1800 to 1900, the production of cotton 
in the United States has increased from 80,000, approximately, to 
9,345,391 bales, 500-lb. standard, and the crop of 1899 is generally 
— by the ginners to have been small compared with that of 
898. 

The following table shows the quantity of cotton grown in the 
ee States according to the censuses of 1900, 1890, 1880, and 

70 :-— 


Proiuction 
in bales, 

No. 
Census of 1870 for 1869 crop 3,011,996 
1880 ,, 1879 ,, 5,755,359 
1890 ,, 1889 ,, pak 7,472,511 
Commercial bales... me 9,645,974 
» 1900, 1899 {Bales of 500 lbs. ... 91345,391 


The bale measurement of 1890 was 477 pounds; in 1880 it was 
453; in 1870 it was 440 pounds. The statistics for 1900, given 
in the above table, were obtained from the cotton ginners; those 
for the censuses of 1890, 1880, and 1870 were secured from cotton 
growers, and tabulated by the Agricultural Division of the census. 

The rapidity with which the private or plantation ginning 
establishments have been supplanted by public and more modern 
equipments is noteworthy. Through inquiries of the census of 1880, 
covering the power and machinery of cotton ginning establishments, 
it was ascertained that a large percentage of the crop of 1879 was 
handled by those of a private character. The motive power of these 
ginning and baling plants consisted of horses or mules, and such 
had a daily capacity of from three to five bales. They were simple 
and inexpensive in their construction, suited only for limited 
purposes. The general introduction of steam power brought 
economic methods that have crowded out primitive horse gins to such 
an extent that they are now curiosities. As stated previously, there 
are in the United States 29,620 cotton ginning establishments, 
of which 2,863, or less than 10 per cent., are reported as ginning 
exclusively for the plantation. A very small percentage of these 
plantation establishments are of the old-fashioned horse-power 
variety. 
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THE COTTON PIECE-GOODS TRADE OF THE FRENCH 
CONGO. 


The French National Office for Foreign Trade (Office National 
du Commerce Eatérieur) has issued an interesting report on the 
situation of the cotton piece-goods trade of French Congo, a copy 
of which has been received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office. 

The report commences by stating that it is difficult to estimate 
the exact quantity of each category of French and foreign piece- 
goods imported into French Congo. It is only known that the 
annual consumption during the last few years has been from 
500,000 to 600,000 pieces of different kinds, of which seven-tenths 
are dyed, or woven coloured goods. More than nine-tenths of these 
are of other than French manufacture, being chiefly Manchester 
goods, and goods from Ghent and Zurich, a small quantity also coming 
from Holland. Rouen and Epinal furnish from time to time a few 
cotton cloths, but these are for the needs of the local Administration, 
who, having to work in the interior of the country and in districts 
where there is no metal currency, are obliged to lay in supplies of 
merchandise in order to provide for the daily needs of the caravans 
and the wages of the carriers. 

Explorers formerly bought largely of French manufactured goods 
and made efforts to place French piece-goods on the markets of 
the Upper Ogowé, Sangha, and Oubanghi. These efforts, however. 
were unsuccessful, French piece-goods being stated to be either too 
good for non-civilised markets, or not got up according to the 
taste of the natives. 

The chief centres of importation are Libreville, N’Djolé, 
Fernand-Vaz, Cape Lopez, N’gové, Sette-Cama, Nyanga, Mayumba, 
Le Kuilon, Loango and Brazzaville. The principal markets are 
the regions around these centres. The natives of the interior 
prefer dyed, or woven coloured goods; those who live near the 
coast prefer prints such as printed cottons, and red and blue 
handkerchiefs. Ali cotton cloths without exception are sold by 
English measure. The width and length of the various articles 
now in use are as follows :— 

In the Gaboon Basin, length 20 yards, width 26 to 28 inches, 
20 folds for stuffs in pieces; for handkerchiefs the dimensions are 
30 by 32 inches, each piece containing 8 to 12 handkerchiefs. 

In the Conventional Basin (Congo), pieces 20 yards in length, 
24 inches in width, and 24 folds ; handkerchiefs, 30 by 32 inches, 
the piece containing 8 to 12 handkerchiefs for certain regions ; 
and for others, pieces of 8 yards, 12 folds; 12 yards, 18 folds; 
and 16 yards, 24 folds. The widths vary from 20 to 24 inches. 

In the Upper Congo, pieces of 8 yards, 12 folds; 12 yards; 18 
folds; and 14 yards, 24 folds; the width being invariably 36 
inehes. 
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Customs.—French Congo for Customs purposes is divided into 
two distinct parts, the part protected by differential tariffs, viz., 
the old Gaboon Basin, and the part not protected, viz., the 
Conventional Basin, which is subject to the protocols of Berlin 
and Brussels. 

In the whole of the Gaboon Basin, piece-goods of French 
manufacture are admitted free, whilst those of foreign manufacture 
are subject to certain duties according as they are dyed or printed, 
unbleached or bleached. In the Conventional Basin all French 
products are subject to the same import duties as foreign products, 
viz., 6 per cent. ad valorem. 


Transport.—Commercial relations between France and the Congo 
are maintained by two regular steamship lines :— 

1. By the Chargeurs-Réunis Company, leaving Havre on the 11th 
and Bordeaux-Pauillac on the 15th of each month. The freight to 
Libreville for cotton piece-goods and cotton cloths is from 50 francs 
plus 10 per cent. per computed ton (7.e., 1 cubic metre as regards 
space, and 700 kilogs. as regards weight). 

2. By the Fraissinet Company, leaving Marseilles on the 25th of 
each month; the freight is 45 francs plus 10 per cent. per com- 
puted ton as above. 

Besides these French lines, Libreville is served by a German line 
from Hamburg, the freight being 40 marks per cubic metre, or 
1,000 kilogs., plus 2 marks 50 pfennig for quay dues; and by an 
English line from Liverpool, the freight for Libreville being 50s. 
plus 10 per cent. per 40 cubic feet or 1,015 kilogs. 

Apart from these the “Société des Messageries Fluviales du 
Congo,” whose offices are 24, Rue des Petites Ecuries, Paris, has 
recently established branches at Matadi, Brazzaville and Ouesso. 
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TRADE OF HIOGO AND OSAKA IN 1899. 


According to the report of H.M. Consul for Hiogo and Osaka 
for 1899, a special interest attaches to the figures of the foreign 
trade of that district during 1899, as compared with previous 
years. That year, it should be remembered, was the first in Japan’s 
new career under the revised treaties which threw open the whole 
country to foreigners for residence and trade, and at the same time 
made a considerable increase in the rates of import duties compared 
with the old five per cent. tariff under which the commerce of the 
country had made such rapid progress. There was also another 
change, which, although not of the same intrinsic importance as 
the other two just mentioned, has a more immediate bearing on 
the task of comparing the movement of the trade of 1899 
with its course in the few preceding years. This was a 
change in the mode of assessing for duty the value of imports. 
Under the old tariff which expired with 1898, import duty was 
charged upon the value of the goods at the port of shipment, 
whereas under the new tariff the value is taken as at the port of 
discharge, making a difference of at least 15 per cent. additional 
in the estimated value of the goods. 

It would appear, then, from the official returns, that in 1899 the 
foreign trade of this district, that is, of the two ports of Kobe and 
— compared with the trade of the preceding year, was as 
ollows :— 


Value. 
1898. | 1899 
£ £ 
Imports ... 14,456,548 | 12,922,880 
Total | 21,156,751 


showing a considerable drop in imports, but a larger gain in 
exports, and on the total trade an apparent increase of over 
370,0001. 

When, however, the correction required as above noted is made 
for the imports of 1898 by adding 15 per cent., the figures should 
stand thus :— 


Value. 
Total trade in 1899 ... wiki 21,156,751 


Decrease in 1899 ... 1,758,817 
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Thus showing, instead of an increase of nearly two per cent., an 
apparent decrease of over seven per cent. 

“On the otker hand, it must be remembered that 1898 was not 
altogether a normal year, inasmuch as there was a great inrush of 
imports towards the close of it, in order to secure the advantage 
of the lower duties under the old expiring tariff. Against this 
consideration, however, must be weighed the fact that the rice crop 
of 1898 was much larger than the average, and should in the 
ordinary course have been followed by a marked expansion in the 
volume of foreign trade. On striking a balance of these opposing 
factors it is impossible to deny that 1899, the first year of the new 
tariff, was marked by an unprecedented check in the advance of 
the import trade of the port. 

The Consul adds:—‘‘ Not only are we confronted with the 
entirely new phenomenon in the history of the port of a fall in the 
amount of its total trade, a fall exclusively confined to imports, but 
a scrutiny of the tables reveals the fact that there was actually 
an increase of some 35 per cent. in the leading staple import, 
namely, raw cotton. The decrease, therefore, has taken place 
wholly in manufactured goods. 

Of the 7,500,0001. worth of exports, over 3,000,000/. worth go, 
if the Customs figures be taken as authentic, to countries under the 
British flag: but it is to be noted that over 2,000,0001. are assigned 
to Hong Kong, which is mainly an entrepot for distribution ; and, 
owing to the unwillingness of exporters to divulge any unnecessary 
clue to the actual whereabouts of their customers, it is certain that 
much of the merchandise reported to the Customs as destined for 
Hong Kong goes further away to Europe and elsewhere, even 
without transhipment. Hence the figures for the distribution of 
exports are less trustworthy as a guide to the directions of 
the currents of trade than those of the provenance of imports. 
Taking the figures, however, as they are given, it is indubitable 
that China is the largest customer, taking close upon 3,000,0001. ; 
that, after Hong Kong, the United States came next, taking over 
1,000,000/. ; the United Kingdom takes over 500,0001.; France 
and Germany together less than 250,0001. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,564.) 
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The following particulars relating to the conditions of trade in 
Chicago are from a report of H.M. Consul at that city, recently 
received at the Foreign Office :— 

Chicago is becoming the distributing centre of a territory, 
increasing rapidly both in extent and population. ‘The buyers 
of more than 20 States now make most of their purchases in this 
city, while within a radius of 500 miles there is a population of 
over 40,000,000. Natural advantages of location, unexcelled rail 
facilities, water routes, enterprising merchants, and competitive 
commercial and manufacturing spirit have joined to make Chicago 
one of the great commercial centres. 5 

Merchants from the large eastern cities or their representatives 
now meet the buyers from the west in Chicago and enter into com- 
petition for their trade with the Chicago manufacturer and 
wholesale dealer. 

The retail dry goods and department stores are annually 
increasing in size and importance and their display in the show 
windows equals, if it does not excel, that to be seen in any city of 
the world. These stores do an enormous business, and their 
buyers travel all over the world selecting the goods. Several 
have also a wholesale department from which smaller towns get 
supplies, the country dealer getting a correct idea of what he is 
buying from seeing the display in the large Chicago retail house. 

The Chicago manufacturer has had a prosperous year and is 
endeavouring to obtain a larger share of the world’s trade. Owing 
to the high tariff he has a great advantage in his home market, but 
he is showing that he can compete with his European and American 
adversary on equal terms in any part of the world. He is not only 
making great strides in commerce in South America and the 
British colonies, but he is also looking for more trade even in Great 
Britain. He is continually changing his methods and machinery 
and will remorselessly cast aside a nearly new machine if a new 
invention does the work better or more economically. The product 
at most factories is continually improving and will soon be able to 
compete in quality as well as in price. 

While the tendency in retail business in Chicago seems to be 
towards large general stores, where everything is sold, the manu- 
facturer finds it more profitable to specialise both in his product 
and in the work of the men. 

In comparing American with British machinery the rough 
casting of the former compares unfavourably to the eye with the 
high finish in all parts of the latter, but where perfection is necessary 
in the working parts the American machinery could not be better 
finished. A great saving is thus made in the manufacturing, no 
unnecessary time or expense being laid out on finish simply for show. 

The Chicago merchant leaves nothing undone that can benefit 
his trade, and sends or goes himself to any country where he thinks 
there is an opening, and advertises largely. He will also make 
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experiments with any machine or method which is brought to his 
notice and which he thinks may be an improvement, and he will 
investigate, try, and, if it is satisfactory, adopt it, while his 
European and even his Eastern States rival is making preliminary 
investigations. 

The retail merchant makes a clearance at least twice a year at 
whatever sacrifice is necessary, and in this way does not carry over 
to another year goods that will be out of fashion and deteriorate, 
causing bigger loss than the cut in price at the end of the season. 
In the big retail stores the buyers are very good judges of the 
probable trade and buy very close to the demand, and in some 
cases under rather than over it. 

Merchants, manufacturers, and labour leaders would find them- 
selves repaid by visiting the States, especially this great centre, 
and, studying the conditions and demands, draw their own 
conclusions as to the steps to be taken to benefit their trade. 

One of the great faults found is the slow delivery of British 
goods. In Chicago if a factory is busy and cannot, with the 
ordinary hands, fill the orders that are offered, the staff and works 
are increased and all concerned are satisfied even if it entails 
closing the works entirely for two or three months in the year. 
It prevents rival businesses being started either in Chicago or in 
some other part of the States which may in future cause the 
Chicago workmen to be idle for a large part of the year. 

An example of the keenness with which foreign trade is being 
sought is that a man who has had considerable business experience 
in South Africa, Australia, South America, and Mexico, and who 
has many acquaintances among the merchants in those countries 
has started an office sending out catalogues of Chicago manu- 
facturers to his friends and asking for their trade. For this he 
has a charge of 1/. 1s. a week and 5 per cent. commission on sales 
made through him. 

The Chicago Press is also a great assistance in free advertising, 
making the most of any contract obtained by a local firm, and in 
this way calling attention to the openings for American trade. 

New industries in Chicago started in 1900 include manufacture 
of flags and banners, men’s stiff and silk hats, formerly manufac- 
tured in the Eastern States, toys, novelties, and druggists’ supplies, 
formerly made in France and Germany, cut glass, a spike factory 
with a capacity of 20 tons a day, tinplate and brick. A lace 
factory, the first in the State, will be started in the spring in a 
suburb, and there are now four beet-sugar factories in the State of 
Illinois. 

A department store means an aggregation of many trades under 
one roof and management, enabling customers to buy everything 
necessary for life without leaving the building, and as the expenses 
of management are in this way reduced to a minimum, and the 
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rivalry is very keen, prices are reduced, in the cheaper grades 
especially, to the very lowest possible limit. 

Not only is everything for sale at these stores, but there is 
generally a restaurant, a waiting-room supplied with stationery, 
doctors and dentists, barbers, and nursery attached. 

Two of the Chicago stores employ over 4,000 people, and by 
large and attractive advertisements in the Sunday newspapers of 
cheap sales on Monday attract enormous crowds. 

Many of them also control or own factories of the articles they 
have for sale, and also do a large wholesale ‘business, and in every 
way reduce the middleman expenses as low as possible. 

The idea of large advertising is that by inviting the public to 
buy articles of all kinds offered at, or at little more than cost price 
on certain days, many people attend the sales, and then finding 
that what is advertised is not all they want, make purchases that 
are not advertised, and on which a good profit is charged. To get 
the public into the store, and as customers, is the object, and to 
this end many firms spend several hundred pounds a week. 

The Chicago manufacturers are now examining with great 
interest the trade possibilities of South America, and hope, partly 
through the Pan-American Exhibition at Buffalo this year, to 
obtain a large share of the trade in agricultural and mining 
machinery, bridge and railroad material, furniture, typewriters, 
sewing machines, boots and shoes, and bicycles. 

Attention must be called to the inadvisability of men without 
a trade of some kind coming to the States. 

Unskilled labour, except for two or three months in the year, 
is over supplied, and even tradesmen have often great difficulty in 
obtaining work. Especially should the emigration of young men 
from the British Public Schools, with little or no capital, be 
discouraged as it is almost impossible for them to find employment 
of any kind. Clerks in offices and stores, even with some experi- 
ence, receive a bare living wage in many cases, and in agricultural 
or other manual labour they come into competition with emigrants 
who have known nothing but manual labour from childhood. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,566.) 


AMERICAN TRADE WITH SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a despatch from the British Commercial Agent at Zurich 
enclosing a short report which appeared in a Swiss Commercial 
Journal on a scheme proposed by the United States Consul at 
Zurich for the promotion of American trade with Switzerland. 
The report reads as follows :— 

“The American Consul at Zurich forwarded a report to the 
United States Government at the end of last year, in which he 
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states that a practical plan has at last been found for introducing 
American products into Switzerland and will shortly be put into 
execution. It has been found useless to address letters or circulars 
from the United States to continental firms, and an agent, 
acquainted with the customs of the people and with the class of 
goods required, must reside on the spot, not for a few days, but all 
the year round. Zurich being the commercial centre of Switzerland, 
a ‘sample museum’ would be of considerable advantage to 
American industry. 

“The American Consul states in his report that Mr. W. A. 
Steinmann, whois a native of Switzerland and a successful merchant, 
and who has resided for several years in the United States, proposes 
to establish ‘some sample museums’ for the purpose of exhibiting 
to the best possible advantage American goods. He intends, for 
this purpose, removing his present offices to a large building, and 
to carry on his business under the style of ‘ First American Import 
House for Switzerland.’ He will commence with four travellers 
and five agents who will visit all parts of Switzerland, and he will 


Only accept the agencies of first class American firms who must 


pledge themselves not to do business with any other house in 
Switzerland. With a view to giving a good idea of the articles 
they manufacture, these firms are to send him all samples possible, 
carriage paid, to Zurich. He will not confine his attention to any 
One special article, but will push all saleable goods, such as 
chemical products, wood, leather, shoes, instruments of all kinds, 
hardware, metals, minerals, food products, and inventions of every 
description. By means of the establishment of a ‘sample exhibition’ 
on a large scale, and by advertising widely, he confidently 
anticipates making American goods universally known in 
Switzerland. 

“ He proposes at first to sell on commission only, and American 
firms must send the goods direct to the customers, as he does not 
intend to accept any responsibility for payment. But as he claims 
to know the financial position of a large number of persons in 
Switzerland, and as he has 5,000 customers in his own business, he 
considers a financial loss to be out of the question. Firms for 
whom he will act as sole agent in Switzerland, must adapt them- 
selves to the customs of the country if they wish to be sure of 
success, that is, they must be willing to sell at three or six months 
bill. The great fault of American exporters, he asserts, is that 
they want to sell for cash, and as all European business people who 
export to the United States give credit to firms worthy of confidence, 
American houses must do the same if they want to open up a large 
business with the Continent. 

“The American Consul adds that the plan indicated is the only 
way of introducing and of selling American goods in the Swiss 
market, and hopes that American manufacturers will take full 
advantage of this opportunity.” 
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The British Commercial Agent adds that the idea of establishing 
a sample depot is undoubtedly a practical one, and likely to lead 
to good results, but it is not an original suggestion, as the same 
scheme was advocated in a report issued by the British Consul- 
General at Zurich in August, 1899 (No. 509, Miscellaneous Series). 
On p. 27 of this report, after enumerating the various steps which 
ought, in the opinion of the Consul-General, to be taken for the 
promotion of British trade in Switzerland, the establishment of a 
“‘ musterlager,” or sample depét, was recommended in the following 
terms :— 

“Tt would, however, be advisable to go even a step further in 
this organisation by establishing a regular information office and 
giving its existence the widest publicity in both countries. The 
Chamber would enter into correspondence with those manufacturers 
in Great Britain whose products are likely to find a market in 
Switzerland, in order to be able to give them direct and early 
information. It would act similarly in Switzerland by drawing 
the attention of consumers to British goods and the price at which 
they can be obtained direct from the United Kingdom. In fact, 
it would foster in every way direct trading between the two 
countries, be at the disposal of British exporters for any informa- 
tion they might require, not only concerning the wants, but the 
means and respectability of would-be buyers, and also give regular 
and prompt information to British capitalists of new undertakings 
likely to offer remunerative employment for capital. 

“An active intercourse of this kind would almost as a matter of 
necessity lead to the establishment of a ‘musterlager, or sample 
depot, where British manufacturers could deposit for the use of 
their customers their newest inventions and wares, concerning 
which it would be the duty of the Chamber to give the first 
information relative to their cost. Many British manufacturers 
and traders, whilst hesitating to run the risk of sending commercial 
travellers to Switzerland on the chance of doing some business or 
none at all, would not object, nay, would probably be very willing 
to try this field of operations by using the depot in the first place, 
as this would be attended with little expense and no risk; the 
commercial traveller would follow then as a matter of course. In 
consequence of the central position of Zurich, and the international 
character of the town, such a depét of British articles would be 
visited by many passing manufacturers and buyers from the 
neighbouring countries also—a result which would undoubtedly 
prove advantageous to British trade all round. 

The present is a suitable opportunity for reminding British 
manufacturers and traders that the Commercial Agent in Zurich 
is prepared to supply information with regard to openings for 
trade, and on general questions of business in Switzerland.” 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


CYPRUS. 


A copy of the “Cyprus Gazette” for 1st March last has been 
y received, which contains an Order in Council 

(dated 9th February, 1901), consolidating 
icles various Orders of the High Commissioner in 


eee” Council that prohibited or restricted the 
importation of certain goods, and making 
additions thereto. 


The importation of silver and copper coins, pre- Victorian 
sovereigns and half-sovereigns, light sovereigns and half-sovereigns, 
hashish and salt (other than table or rock salt) is prohibited 
absolutely, whilst firearms, &c., gunpowder, shot, percussion caps, 
cartridges (other than ball cartridges), sidearms, dynamite and 
kindred substances, cattle, horns, hoofs, bones, fodder, litter, dung, 
hides, skins, rags and old clothing, are subject to certain restric- 
tions. 


The same “ Gazette ” also contains an Order in Council which came 

into force on 1st March, 1901, giving the scale of 

Wharfage Dues. wharfage dues leviable upon goods, animals and 

things landed or shipped at the ports of Larnaca, 

Limassol, Papho, Kyrenia, Famagusta, Carpas and Lefka, and also 
on all carobs, barley, wheat and vetches shipped at zii. 

The Orders in Council referred to can be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 
on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ST. LUCIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Petroleum 

Ritiatene Ordinance, 1900 (No. 4 of 1900), passed by the 

“ane Legislative Council of St. Lucia. It provides 

mate ‘ for the importation and regulation of the sale 
and storage of petroleum in the Colony. 

The Ordinance can be consulted by persons interested on appli- 
cation at the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


The British Guiana “ Official Gazette” of the 23rd February last 
contains a copy of an Ordinance (No. 1 of 1901) 
Customs Tariff. which will remain in force from the date of its 
publication until the 31st March, 1902, unless 

otherwise enacted. 

The tariff is practically unchanged from that already published 
in the “ Journal” for 9th August last, the most important alterations 
being as follows :— 

A reduction of duty on currants and raisins from 5 cts. to 2 cts. 
per lb. 

i The importation of the following articles will be allowed free of 
uty :— 

(a) All railway and power plant, motors and their parts, 
controllers and their parts, rheostats and rails and their appendages 
for electric street lighting. 

(b) Any machinery, ironwork, or goods as may be approved by 
the Governor-in-Council, imported by the Mayor and Town Council 
of Georgetown or of New Amsterdam exclusively for their own use. 

Should, however, the Reciprocal Trade Convention between 
Great Britain and the United States of America, in respect of 
British Guiana, come into operation, the specific rates of duty at 
present in force on goods imported from countries not entitled to 
preferential treatment would be subject to an additional duty of 
164% per cent. ; and if the goods should be imported from countries 
entitled to the benefit of the most-favoured-nation treatment, 
preferential rates of duty would in that case be imposed on certain 
articles. 


In lieu of the drawback of duty on petroleum allowed under 
., Ordinance 35 of 1900, and of which a notice 
pp cig a was issued in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
; for 10th January last, provision is made for a 
drawback on oil, as follows :— 

“ Sec. 18. Persons using duty-paid oil as fuel for the purpose of 
“driving any machinery within the Colony, shall be entitled to 
“ drawback of duties at the rate per gallon equal to the difference 
“ between the amount of duty per gallon on such oil, and one cent. 
‘“‘ on all such oil which has been so consumed as fuel, in connection 
“‘ with any such machinery, subject to those regulations, as to 
“ security and other provision on that behalf, which may from 
“ time to time be made by the Comptroller of Customs, with the 
‘‘ approval of the Governor-in-Council.” 

A copy of the Ordinance (No. 1 of 1901) may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office, a copy 

of .the Customs Regulations (Government 

Regulations © Notice, No. 414 of 1900) providing for the 

Goods from Natal removal of goods from Natal to the Orange 

toeOrange River Jviver Colony, by Permit, and under similar 

Seis regulations to those in force for goods removed 

y: under the Customs Convention to the Cape 

ot These regulations were published on p. 439 of the 
“ Journal ” for 31st May last. 

The following officers are authorised to grant the Permits :— 
For Durban and the The Collector of Customs or officer 


Colony. acting for him. 
For Maritzburg. ... TheCustoms Supervisor, Government 
Bonding Warehouse. 
For Newcastle ... The Railway Station-master, who 


acts as Customs Officer. 
For all places otherthan The Station-master in charge of the 
above. Natal Government Railway Station 
at the place from which goods are 

despatched. 

A copy of the Government Notice referred to may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation (No. 28 
of 1900) repealing Proclamation No. 21 of 
Customs Tariff. 1900, and of which a notice was issued in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 30th August 
last. The present Proclamation came into force on 1st January, 
1901; and re-enacts the duties imposed by the Proclamation 
previously noticed, except as to the following amendments :— 
(1) Section 21 provides: ‘‘That in all cases where goods are 
“‘ exported for drawback by inland navigation, or carriage, or by 
* sea, to the Colony of the Cameroons, and where the duties 
“ actually paid without drawback in Southern Nigeria, together 
“‘ with the duties paid or to be paid in the Colony of the Cameroons, 
“ shall amount to a less rate than that prescribed in the Proclama- 
“tion: all drawbacks, subsidies, bounties, or considerations 
“amounting to or affecting a reduction of duty, allowed in the 
“ said Colony of the Cameroons or other German territory notwith- 
“ standing—the drawback shall be reduced in such proportion and 
“‘ in such manner as shall render the entire payment or payments 
“made in Southern Nigeria and the Colony of the Cameroons 
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“equal to the duty on the same or similar goods leviable in 
“ Southern Nigeria.” 

(2) Section 22.—* All native produce imported by inland 
“ navigation or carriage into Southern Nigeria for the purpose of 
“ export from places other than Northern Nigeria and the Colony 
“and Protectorate of Lagos shall be liable to a payment of an 
“ad valorem duty of two pounds per centum on the value of the 
“ produce at the port of export.” 

(3) Ice and patterns and show cards (not for re-sale) are allowed 
to be imported free of duty, in place of a duty of 5 per cent. ad ~ 
valorem as heretofore. 

(4) Bags and sacks, for the use of produce, may be imported 
free of duty. 

(5) The present Proclamation further provides that no articles 
(other than food imported by the Northern Nigeria Government 
canteens) may be imported free of duty unless declared to be for 
importer’s use and not for trade or re-sale. 

The above Tariff may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE (MARTINIQUE). 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Tariff Foreign Office, of a French Presidential Decree, 

Modification. - dated the 17th March last, and published in the 

: “Journal Officiel” for the 23rd March, modifying, 

as follows, the Table annexed to the Decrees of the 30th 

March, 1898, 19th September, 1897, and 18th March, 1899, which 

contained the exceptions allowed in Martinique from the General 

Customs Tariff of France with regard to imports into that island 
from foreign countries :— 

Indian corn, in) Former duty—2 frs. 10 cts. per 100 kilogs. 


ITALY. 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of the 15th March publishes a Royal 
— Decree dated the 20th February, according a 
® drawback on candles containing ceresin or 
sate. te paraffin exported from Italy. The following 
* is atranslation of the Decree :— 

Article 1.—Candles containing paraffin or ceresin are added to 
the list of articles manufactured in Italy, on the exportation of 
which a drawback of the duty levied on the raw materials is paid. 

Article 2.—The above-mentioned drawback is granted at the 
rate of 8 lire per quintal on the quantity of paraffin or ceresin 


= 
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contained in the candles, and ascertained for each consignment 
sent abroad by means of chemical analysis to be carried out under 
the direction of the Ministry of Finance. 

Article 3.—No drawback is granted on consignments containing 
less than 50 kilogs. net weight of candles. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. ei of the 
x = “ Journal” for the 2lst March, relative to a 
Countervailing Circular issued by the United States Treasury 
Duties on Russian 4 
& Department, under date 14th February, 1901, 
— re-imposing additional (or countervailing) duties 
on Russian raw sugars, the Treasury Department have now issued 
a notice to the effect that the above-mentioned Circular is to come 
into operation from and after its date, and is applicable to all 
importations of Russian sugar arriving after the 14th February, 
1901. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
_ copy of a Circular addressed by the Treasury 
a ill of the United States Government 
Dutch Sugars. 0” the 8th ult. to officers of the Customs and 
— others concerned respecting the rates of 
additional duties to be levied on sugars produced in the Netherlands. 
The Circular is to the following effect :— 
“‘ In pursuance of the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 24th 
“ July, 1897, the following net amounts of the bounties paid or 
' “ bestowed by the Government of the Netherlands on the export of 
“sugars produced in that country are hereby declared for the 
‘* assessment and liquidation of additional duties :— 
“J. On raw sugar produced from beet roots, 1°50 fi. per 100 
“ kilogs. of hard refined. (The output of refined sugar from raw 
“ is computed by deducting from the polarisation of the raw sugar 
“ twice the glucose, four times the ashes, and 14 per cent. for loss 
“ in refining.) 
“2. On sugar refined from beet-root raw sugar produced in the 
“ Netherlands, 1°72 fl. per 100 kilogs. 
“3. On sugar refined from imported raw sugar, ‘22 fl. per 100 
“ kilogs., in addition to bounty, if any, allowed on the raw sugar 
“ by the country of production. 
“The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in the 
“* Netherlands after 1st September, 1900, may be suspended at the 
“request of the importers until the next ascertainment and 
“ declaration under the provisions of the said section 5, and the 
“ additional duties on such suspended entries be estimated on the 
“ basis of the bounties herein specified.” 
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The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
Cie of the Customs Tariff and Customs Regulations 
tiie of the United States, which have recently been 
published by the Treasury Department at 
oe for the guidance of United States Customs Officers 
and others :— 


Preparations of ether or ethyl chloride——Ether or ethyl chloride 
with small percentages of menthol oil, sinapis (or mustard), 
cocaine, eucaine, iodine, &c., dissolved therein, so as to form a 
medicinal preparation, is dutiable at the rate of 1 dol. per pound 
(or at not less than 25 per cent. ad valorem), under the provisions 
of paragraph 21 of the Tariff, and not as a medicinal preparation 
under paragraphs 67 and 68. 

Autosprays.—So-called “ autosprays,” being small tubular forms 
of glass with a narrow neck at each end, to which a metal tube 
is fitted and closed with a metal screw cap, and which contain the 
preparations above described, are dutiable as unusual coverings at 
the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 193 of the 
Tariff, and are not dutiable at the ad valorem rates to which their 
contents may be subject, nor exempt from duty where the contents 
are assessed at a specific rate. 


Filter tubes.—So-called filter blocks, used in water filters, are 
dutiable as filter tubes at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 98 of the Tariff, unless shown not to be com- 
mercially known as filter tubes. The burden of proof to show 
that they are not so known is upon the importer. 


Manufactures of agate (clock and compass jewels).—-Cylindrically- 
shaped articles about a quarter of an inch long and under a 
sixteenth of an inch in diameter, composed of agate of a dull-red 
colour, cut square at the ends and polished throughout, and which 
are expressly designed for use as bearing jewels in what are known 
as ‘“ French clocks,” are dutiable at the rate of 10 per cent. ad 
valorem under the provision in paragraph 191 of the Tariff, for 
jewels for use in the manufacture of clocks. 

Compass jewels, somewhat less than a sixteenth of an inch in 
length and diameter, composed respectively of white and yellow 
agate, cut concave or cup shaped at the ends, and having a small 
hole partly drilled through at one end, and which are expressly 
designed for use as bearings for the lower staff of compasses, are 
dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem under the pro- 
vision for manufactures of agate in paragraph 115 of the Tariif, 
and not at 10 per cent. ad valorem as watch or clock jewels, nor 
as precious stones cut but not set, under paragraphs 191 and 435. 


Hat braids and laces of horsehair and beads and spangles.—Braids 
and laces composed of horsehair and glass or gelatine beads or 
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spangles, horsehair being an essential component material and 
conspicuous feature, suitable for making or trimming hats, bonnets, 
and other articles of wearing apparel, are dutiable at the rate of 
50 cents per pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem under the provi- 
sions of paragraphs 371 and 383 of the Tariff, and not at 60 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 408. 

Braids and laces composed wholly of horsehair, and. braids and 
laces composed of horsehair, silk, and other substances, silk being 
the component material of chief value, but horsehair an essential 
and conspicuous feature, and all of which articles are designed and 
suitable for use in making or trimming hats, bonnets, and other 
articles of wearing apparel, are dutiable at the rate of 50 cents per 
pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem under said paragraph. 

Braids composed variously of silk and hemp, silk and cotton, silk 
and chip and grass, silk being the component material of chief 
value, and which are suitable for making or ornamenting hats, 
bonnets and other articles, are dutiable under the provision for 
braids in paragraph 390 of the Tariff. 

Braids and laces composed of cotton or other vegetable fibre and 
of chip, straw and grass, cotton or other vegetable fibre being the 
component material of chief value, and which are intended for 
making or ornamenting hats, bonnets or other articles, are dutiable 
at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem under the provision for 
braids in paragraph 339 of the Tariff. 

Mastie asphalte.—Mastic asphalte, an article made by crushing 
lime rock asphalte, which, when reduced to a powder, is mixed with 
bitumen and crude oils until made into cakes, is dutiable as 
“asphalte and bitumen dried or otherwise advanced in any manner,” 
at the rate of 3 dols. per ton, under the provisions of paragraph 93 
of the Tariff. 

Articles of glass——Paragraph 100 of the Tariff, providing for 
“‘ glass bottles, decanters, or other vessels or articles of glass, cut, 
“ engraved,” &c., is not limited to such manufactures of glass as 
are ejusdem generis with bottles and decanters, but includes other 
glassware of the kinds enumerated in said paragraph. Accordingly, 
articles of glass, not susceptible of being filled, such as candelabra, 
bowls, jugs, table and bar glassware, &c., when “cut, engraved,” 
&c., are dutiable under said paragraph at the rate of 60 per cent. 
ad valorem, and not under paragraph 112 at 45 per cent. ad 
valorem as manufactures of glass not specially provided for. 

Refund of duties on merchandise destroyed by fire while in Customs 
custody.— Definition of ‘ custody.”—The word “ custody,” as applied 
to merchandise “not in bond,” implies the right to exercise 
restraint, and this right exists when there remains something to 
be done, in respect of the merchandise, either by the owner or by 
the Customs officers in the discharge of their lawful duties before 
the importer can dispose of the goods at his pleasure. 


{ 
| 
> 
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Importers should be allowed a reasonable time within which to 
obtain possession of their goods with proper regard to the exercise 
of due diligence on their part. What is a reasonable time and 
what constitutes due diligence are questions to be decided accord- 
ing to the facts in each case presented for determination. 

Where certain acts were required to be performed subsequent to 
the lodgment of the delivery permits before the importers could 
remove the goods from the dock prior to a fire that resulted in 
the destruction thereof, no receipts having passed as acknowledg- 
ments of delivery, it has heen determined that complete delivery 
to the importers was not made at the moment of time when the 
permits were lodged with the inspectors in charge, and it being 
shown that the merchandise was in actual Customs custody at the 
time of the casualty, the importers are entitled to a refund of the 
duties paid thereon. 

Immediate Transportation Act.—By an Act of Congress, approved 
15th February, 1901, the privileges of the Acts of 10th June, 1880, 
and 23rd February, 1887, governing the immediate transportation 
of dutiable merchandise without appraisement, are extended to the 
port of Honolulu. 


PERU. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
the Foreign Office, of a Decree issued by the 
Peruvian Government on the 23rd January 
last, providing that, in order to facilitate the 
exchange of certain Peruvian and Bolivian 
products, small quantities of the following 


Exemption from 
Customs 
Formalities for 
Certain Articles 


Imported or 
articles may be imported and exported through 
= = Peruvian ports on Lake Titicaca without 


any Consular or Customs papers :-— 


Lake Titicaca. 


Fresh prawns; fresh fruit, eggs and milk; fresh fish and 
“canagqua” ; cocoa, chocolate and coffee ; beef and mutton ; barley, 
maize and potatoes; butter and cheese; hides and sheepskins ; 
sheep, alpaca or llama wool; “ Chuno”; “ Quina.” 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


NATAL. 


The annual report of the Durban Chamber of Commerce for 1900 

states that the Government railways returns for 
Railway Returns. 1900 give the gross revenue as 1,242,0001. as 

compared with 940,000/. for 1899, and the total 
expenditure as 891,000/. as compared with 629,000/. in 1899. 
The percentage of revenue to working expenses rose to 72 per cent. 
from 67 per cent. in 1899. Included in the working expenditure 
of both 1899 and 1900 is 100,000/. extra expense for coal 
occasioned by the necessary use of imported coal from October, 
1899, to May, 1900. There were carried 897,000 tons of general 
traffic and 175,000 tons of coal. Of the goods traffic probably 
from two-thirds to three-fourths was military. 

The passenger tickets issued (reckoning a return-ticket as two, 
but not counting season-tickets), numbered 1,914,000, as compared 
with 1,428,000 for 1899, and the season-ticket journeys are 
estimated at 700,000. 

There are 592 miles of railway open for traffic, including the 
Natal-Zululand Railway Company’s line from Verulam to the 
Tugela. The south coast line is about to be opened to Umzumbi, 
10 miles from Port Shepstone. The earthworks for the St. Lucia 
Bay Railway Company’s line from the Tugela to Hlabisa Coalfields 
(100 miles) are in progress, and preparations are being made for 
the bridging of the ‘l'ugela. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Handels Museum ” of 21st March, a project for 
a canal to connect the Caspian with the Black 


th — mal Sea recently came before the Russian Hydro- 
technic Congress. The industrial centre of 


Russia is gradually moving towards the south, 
where the production of iron, coal and petroleum is continually 
increasing. At the present time about 600,000,000 of pouds 
(or about 9,680,000 tons) of coal, and about 400,000,000 of pouds (or 
about6,451,000 tons) of petroleum, are produced in Southern Russia, 
and at the same t'me the metallurgical industries and the trade 
in Central Asiatic cotton are also increasing. As the railways are 
not able to cope with this increasing traffic, other means of com- 
munication have to be sought, and the construction of a canal 
has been projected which is to connect Astrakhan with Taganrog 
on the Sea of Azov. The projected canal is to have a depth of 
22 feet and a breadth of 25 fathoms, and is estimated to cost about 
40,000,000 roubles (or about 4,445,0001). The canal, besides afford- 
ing a convenient route for trade between towns on the Black Sea 
and the Caspian, would also be of great service to the agriculture 
of South-East Russia, as it will be so constructed as to be avail- 
able for irrigation purposes. 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of M. de 
Tatischeff, Financial Attaché to the Russian 
Guide to the 
“sie Embassy in London, copy of an interesting 
: publication entitled ‘Guide to the Great Siberian 
Railway”—being an English translation of a 
book published by the Russian Ministry of Ways of Communication, 
relating to the survey, construction and working of the Siberian 
line, and embracing, in addition, a mass of information as regards 
the newly-opened-up country and the towns and villages en route. 
The book which contains nearly 400 photogravures of places of 
interest along the route, in addition to four maps of Siberia and 
three plans of towns, may be consulted at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


RHODESIA. 


According to the report of the Executive Committee of the 

Output of Gold Rhodesia Chamber of Mines received at the 

i. ene Board of Trade from the British South Africa 

"y: Company, the quantity of gold produced in 

Rhodesia in the month of January, 1901, amounted to 10,787 ozs., 

as compared with 5,242 ozs. in January, 1900, and 6,371 ozs., in 
January, 1899, 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Supplement to the “Government Gazette” of Western 
Ontputof Minerals Australia for 4th February last contains 

id statistics of the output of minerals (other 
gold) in the Colony in 1899 and 


in Western 1900, from which the following table is 
Australia. 


compiled :— 
1899. | 1990, 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
i 
Tons. & | Tons, & 
Copper. 2,964 35,933 | 6,138 43,673 
Iron ... 12,852 8,989 | 12,251 9,258 
Coal 54,236 25,951 118,410 54,835 
Limes‘one ... 2,888 || 15,927 3,594 
Lead... as wee one 33 912 | 43 348 
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RUSSIA. 
According to the ‘“Russki Viedomosti,” of Moscow of 14/27th 
Prices of February last, at a further meeting of the 


" Agricultural Session held at Moscow on 
en 13/26th February, the special section devoted 
- to agricultural machinery and implements, dis- 
cussed the question of cheapening the cost of these articles. 
The section recognised the necessity of publishing prices of 
agricultural machinery and implements supplied or offered to the 
different depdts by Russian or foreign firms, and the manager of 
the Tver Depét, Mr. M. W. Devel, has assumed the editorship of 
these price list bulletins. It was decided at the same time to 
approach the authorities with a view to effect the abolition of 
duties on agricultural machinery and implements ordered from 
abroad by the zemstovs, agricultural societies and Government 
depéts, as also on iron, cast-iron, steel, and parts of machinery and 
implements. 


SWEDEN. 


The United States Consul at Bergen, in a report dated 30th 
Production of January last, states that successful experiments 
Steel b to produce steel by electricity in Sweden are 
Electricity being carried on at Gysinge factory, and about 
’ 25,000 Ibs. of steel are produced in six drafts 
daily. The steel is stated to be of an excellent quality and meets 
with ready sales at high prices. On account of the relatively cheap 
method of production, the profits are large, but as the electrical 
power is limited, the output is insignificant. To overcome this 
drawback, plans have been formed for the erection of a large 
electric plant near the Dalalfuen River, the water power of which 
will be utilised. This will enable the company to carry on the 
manufacture of steel by electricity on a large scale. 


ITALY. 


Experiments on a large scale are to be made this year in the use 

of electricity as motor power on the Italian 
Electric Railways. railways, and, according to the ‘“ Handels 

Museum” of 21st March, the results of these 
experiments should be of considerable importance in connection 
with questions of railway working. The lines from Lecco to 
Sondrio and from Colico to Chiavenna, 110 kiloms. long, are to be 
worked solely by electricity, goods being conveyed in electrically- 
propelled trains carrying over 250 tons. Passenger trains on the 
line from Milan to Gallarate, Laveno, Arona, and Portoceresio, 


| | 
| 
| 
\ 
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over 100 kiloms. long, will be worked by electricity, and it is 
expected that a speed of 90 kiloms. an hour will be attained by the 
trains. Electric motor and accumulator cars are already working 
between Milan and Mongor and between Bologna and Modena, 
and the trains between Bologna and San Felice will shortly be 
worked by electricity. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the business of the 
engine factory, and of the iron and _ steel 
_ factories at Diosgyér, forming part of the State 
Railways property, has been successfully revived, and by considerable 
expenditure and the introduction of modern machinery has been 
‘enabled to produce many new articles in various branches of 
industry. The excess of income over expenses amounted in 1897, 
on the engine factory to 1,175,000 fl, and on the iron and steel 
factory to 1,090,000 fl. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,565.) 


Iron and Steel 
Industry. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In the report on the district of Chicago, recently received at the 
Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at that City says 
that the mines of Lake Superior lie from 15 to 
100 miles from the Lake ports, and eight rail- 
ways, built almost exclusively for this trade and equipped with 
heavy rolling stock, are occupied in conveying the ore to the ships. 
It is said that over 69,000,000. is invested in railways, vessels, 
&c., for moving these ores. 

There are now onthe upper lakes, mostly on Lake Superior, 24 
shipping docks with a capacity for dealing with 25,000,000 tons 
of cargo in a year. 

The ore shipments to furnaces in 1900 amounted to 19,330,948 
tons, double those of 1896. 

The policy of the large steel making interest seems to be to 
control not only the manufacture of steel but also the ore in the 
ground, and as fast as new mines are discovered they are bought 
and either used at once or held in reserve for future supply. 

New mines were very scarce in the Chicago district in 1900. A 
few have been discovered on the Mesaba, but considering the 
amount of time and money spent in the search the result is small. 

There are vast ore reserves on the Mesaba and elsewhere in 
Minnesota, which State will probably lead in the future in ore 
pioduction, 


Mining in the 
Chicago District. 
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So important is a raw material at low cost and so necessary 
to this low cost is cheap transport that seekers for ore have 
not gone very far inland from the Lakes, and with this in view a 
careful search is now being made on the Canadian side. In the 
Michipicoten district several bodies of ore have been discovered 
and during its first season it has shipped 62,000 tons. Another 
year it should ship over 500,000 tons, and it is expected that 
this Canadian ore will be able to compete with the Duluth 
ore even after paying duty of 1s. 8d. per ton, as the ore is easily 
mined and the distance by rail is very short. 

The following is a list of the principal mines in Minnesota 
and their product for 1900 :— 


— Quantity. 
| 
| 
| Tons. 


Two mines in Michigan also produced over 900,000 tons each 
during the year. 
The shipinents of ores from the Minnesota ports were :— 


Quantity. 
1899. 1900. 

Tons. | Tons. 
Two Harbours : Mesaba and Vermilion peel 3,997,733 | 4,067,294 
Duluth : Mesaba.. v+| 3,509,965 3,888,986 
Escanaba : Menominee and Marquette peel 8,720,218 3,436,734 
Marquette : Marquette ... 2,733,496 2,700,494 
Ashland : Gogebic 2,703,447 2,633,687 
Superior : Mesaba = 878,942 1,522,899 
Gladstone : Menomince ... 381,457 418,854 
Michipicoten : eve — 62,000 
Total shipped by lake... 17,925,358 | 18,730,948 
Rail shipments (estimated) 350,446 600,000 
Grand total | 18,275,804 | 19,330,948 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,566.) 
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ARGENTINA. 


According to statistics published in the “ Review of the River 
Imports of Plate” for the 23rd February last, the quantities 


Electrical and values of the imports of electrical machinery 
Machinery and appliances and goods into Argentina during the 
Goods. year 1900, were as in the following table :— 

| + 

Name. Quantity. Value, or Decrease — 

in 1900. 
] | Dollars gold.| Dollars gold. 
Telephone apparatus... | 664 4,576 + 4,576 
Dynamos ... 648 80,025 — 21,116 
Electrical material ne ... Boxes 4,405 236,155 — 104,879 
Sable and wire ... ose ... Kilos.| 773,079 375,225 — 136,484 
Fittings (inclusive of thuse for 
gas and kerosene) ... +. Cases 77,440 114,654 ‘ — 28,700 
Electric bells... No, 6,096 3,048 + 3,048 
Metres... 1,579 18,948 + 18,948 
Phonggraphs and gramaphones.. ,, 1,277 8,071 — 13,972 
Ventilators 1,283 13,059 + 13,059 
Insulators, china and porcelain... Kilos.) 134,908 16,869 + 16,869 
Glass insulators ... 9,017 541 541 
Arc lamps carbons 144,143 21,622 + 1,802 
Arc lamps 892 5,826 + 5,826 
Incandescent lamps__... Dozen 83,733 | 95,375 — 5,737 
Telephone material... Boxes | 437 | 20,817 674 
Telegraph 493 24,720 — 12,273 
CHILE. 


H.M. Consul at Coquimbo, in a report to the Foreign Office, states that 
copper exports (the most important exports) 
Copper and thence in 1899 were inferior to those of 1898, both 
Manganese from =i. quantity and intrinsic value, having amounted 
Coquimbo in1899. +, 8.576 tons, valued at 437,8201., in 1899, as 
compared with 10,978 tons of a value of 471,783l. in 1898, but 
over the same period the manganese trade, stimulated by better 
prices, was much more flourishing than it had been for some time 
before, and the yield of this metal increased very materially, the 
value of the output reaching 40,000. as compared with 20,0000. 
worth exported in 1898. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,567.) 
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BULGARIA. 
It is stated in the “ Revue d’Orient ” of 20th ult., that Sliven and 
“ Chayak ” Gabrovo are the chief manufacturing towns of 


Bulgaria. The town of Sliven possesses at 

10 manufactories of (the cloth 
of the country) and four other spinning mills. These works 
employ constantly 600 hands, men being paid at the rate of 
two francs per diem and women at one franc per diem, in addition 
to 50 spinners who receive four francs per diem. The production 
of chayak in the year 1900 was 1,750,000 archines (archine = 
28 in.). The largest part of the production is of the natural colour 
of wool, and sells for 70 to 75 cts. per archine, whilst for the 
dyed quality buyers pay from 1 fr. to 1 fr. 10 cts. per archine. 
The chayak of Sliven is chiefly exported to Turkey, for which 
reason it is measured in archines. 


JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul for Hiogo and Osaka in a recent report says that the 
: variety of floor covering otherthan matting, made 
| exported from the Hiogo-Osaka district, 
rpets. Sakai 
akairugs and carpets, cotton, hemp, and woollen, 
likewise show a slight decrease in 1899, about 71,0001. worth as 
against 84,0001. in 1898... The bulk of this article, consisting of the 
cheapest grades, was formerly made mostly from old gunny bags 
from India; but last year this supply was nearly stopped 
altogether owing to the prevalence of the plague at Bombay ; and 
the manufacturers are now falling back on the canvas wrappers of 
American bales of cotton. The goods were getting into disrepute 
in America; so a guild was formed to frame precautions against 
the inferior trash being produced in future. London now seems 
to take more than three-fourths of the out-turn. ‘The profits, 
however, of the industry at Sakai are so small that the capital is 
being put to other uses. Hence the product is now declining, 
though prices have risen owing to the increased cost of raw 
material and consequent diminution of supply. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,564.) 


4 
4 
it 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 30th ult., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 268. Od. 
Barley ... ove 248. Od. 


For further particulars see P. 44, 


A statement is published on p. 45, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Imports of Agri- ; ported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 26: ended the 30th ult.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that during the first period 


= of Constitutional Government, the tobacco 
Monopoly. monopoly of Hungary was, with the consent of 


Parliament, administered under the rules and 
regulations established by the late absolute Government. Legisla- 
tion on this matter did not commence until 1876, when, amongst other 
modifications, the duty on tobacco grown for domestic uses was 
doubled. In 1888 some important changes were effected in this 
branch of fiscal administration. One of these changes deserves 
special mention. Previously to that time the tobacco grower had 
the right to retain a certain part of his crop for domestic uses, ‘.e., 
for the use of himself and his household, by paying the duty on 
tobacco. This right was now taken away, and very stringent laws 
were enacted against smuggling and other unlawful acts by which 
the revenue incurred prejudice. At the same time the price of 
manufactured tobacco was considerably augmented. The use of 
this article is constantly on the increase, and with it the revenue 
derived from it increases proportionally. 
Leaving out of consideration the results of some exceptional 
ears, the net revenue from this monopoly was, in 1876, between 
14,000,000 and 15,000,000 fl.; by 1881, it had risen to between 
16,000,000 and 18,000,000 fl. Since 1882 it has always stood at 
above 20,000,000 fl. During some later periods this revenue rose 
to over 30,000,000 fl., and in 1893, 1895 and 1897 it exceeded 
even that amount. 


36 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Apr. 4, 1901. 


Agriculture. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 

— of a report on the manufacture of beet-sugar in 

anaes the United States prepared by Dr. Guilford L. 

_— Spenser of the Department of Agriculture while 

acting in the capacity of expert special agent for the division of 
manufactures of the Census office. 

From this report it appears that there were 31 beet-sugar factories 
in the United States in the census year, distributed among 10 states 
and one territory, representing an invested capital of 20,958,519 
dols. and producing 71,427 tons (of 2,240 lbs.) of beet-sugar valued 
at 7,323,857 dols. This is stated to be a small product in view of 
the amount of capital invested, due largely to the fact that the 
census year was a disastrous one for the beet-sugar crop. 

As the result of his investigations, the special agent reports that 


the beet-sugar manufacture may now be regarded as a commercial 


success in the United States. 


The British Vice-Consul at Denver reports that the value of the 
production of the three beet-sugar factories of the State of Colorado, 
for the year 1900, was 245,000/. This industry is comparatively 
new in Colorado, and promises to grow to large proportions, as the 
soil in portions of the State and the climate are particularly well 
adapted to the growth of the sugar beet. 

With regard to Nebraska, the British Vice-Consul at Omaha 
reports that the area of sugar beets grown in that state was larger 
than in the previous year, but the crop did not yield sufficient to 
keep all the sugar factories running full time. The crop, however, 
was an average one, and yielded good returns on the investment. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,566.) 


CUBA. 
A report by the Belgian Consul at Matanzas, published in the 
: “Bulletin Commercial” of 23rd ult., states that 
> amg tl the estimated production of sugar in 1901, based 
action Of BUgar. on the results obtained up to the 26th February, 
will be double that of last year, 7.e., 660,000 tons, against 330,000 
tons in 1900. 


| 
| 
| 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 54,929, and the number exported 5,968. During 
the first 13 weeks of the current year, 1,084,414 
bales were imported and 72,472 exported. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


- The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, extracts 
Tho Meer Bente from the diary of Major G. Chenevix Trench, 
to Seistan H.M. Consul at Seistan, relating to the new 
——— route from India to that place, referred to in 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th ult., page 628, and pre- 
viously (as there noted). 

Major Trench appears to have written a large number of letters 
to traders, as well as letters to sundry Chambers of Commerce, 
with a view to developing trade by the new route, and also to have 
received a large number of applications for information in regard 
to it, showing that considerable interest has been aroused. The 
trade is already beginning to develop, so much so that a want of 
banking facilities for remitting from Seistan was being felt; a 
want, however, which it was hoped would soon be supplied. The 
following passage ‘rom the diary may be quoted as showing how 
the route is attracting attention from the Persian side :— 

“ During the past fortnight a caravan of 243 camels arrived here 
‘from Birjand for Quetta. This is the first caravan that has ever 
“left Birjand for Quetta; they usually go by the Bunder 
** Abbas route. 

“ The caravan is excellently equipped. The camels are very 
“fine, and are in charge of an intelligent caravan bashi, Agha 
“* Muhammad. This man has travelled to Meshed, Ashkabad and 
“Tehran. He goes, he says, as the pioneer from Birjand, and on 
* his report of the road, and of Quetta, will depend whether all the 
“ caravans from Birjand, some 6,000 camels, will abandon the 
‘* Bunder Abbas route in favour of the Quetta route.” 


CEYLON. 


According to the ‘‘ Ceylon Government Gazette” of 8th ult., the 
results of the census taken of the population of 
Population. the island on the night of the 1st March last, 
as compared with the results of the last census 
of 1891 was as follows : — 
1891. 1901. Increase per cent. 
8,012,224 ...... 3,096,170 19-4 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The following tables, showing the value of the total trade of 

Queensland in 1900 and of the principal 
pone gg exports in that year (the principal articles of 
‘import not being distinguished), are taken from 
an official return compiled by the Collector of Customs, Brisbane, 
copy of which has been received at the Board of 'Trade:— 


Total Trade. 
1899. 1900. 
: 

Imported. Exported. 

* . Yo { Year 1899 £163,330 £71,520 
Includes Gold Coin... Year 1900 £332,045 £36,666 


+ Exclusive of Live Stock Borderwise. 


Principal Exports. 


— 1899. 1900. 
Meat, preserved and frozen... 1,462,986 1,513,063 
Hides and skins ... 700,303 558,887 
80,959 79,186 
All other ... 617,056 707,621 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Gazette” of 9th January last publishes the 
text of an Order in Council by His Excellency 
New Post Office the Governor of New Zealand, promulgating 

Regulations. new Post Office rules and regulations and rates 
of postage to take effect from the lst January last. 

The “ Gazette” containing the above regulations may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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RUSSIA—FINLAND. 
A despatch, dated 15th ult., has been receivel at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg 


ie scape stating that no new rates of duty have been 
Unification of the . 
ee: imposed on woollen goods imported into Finland, 
onl but that a Commission is sitting at St. 
Tariff Petersburg on the question of the unification 


of the Finnish with the Russian Customs Tariff. 
No final conclusions have yet been arrived at; by this Commission. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch dated 22nd ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania re- 


B bs a of porting that a Bill to secure the better sorting 
inn” of herrings passed the Odelsthing on the 20th 


inst. 

It has been urged as the necessity for such a Dill, that Nor- 
wegian herrings, as treated at present, could not compete with 
foreign herrings, and that under the improved conditions which 
would ensue from the action of the Bill, the export trade of Nor- 
wegian herrings to Russia would be greatly benefited, and that, 
if a regular gauge for the packing and sorting of herrings could be 
obtained it would mean a gain to Norway of many hundred 
thousands of kroner. 

The principal object of the Bill is to establish a regular system 
for the sorting and packing of herrings, and for this purpose 
sorters at different stations will be appointed by the Government. 

The following is a précis of the above Bill :— 

The necessary number of stations for the voluntary sorting of 
herrings are to be established as far as the public funds permit. 

The Norwegian Department dealing with sea fisheries, at 
present the Home Department, shall decide the manner of sorting, 
the appearance of marks and what they signify. Sorters shall be 
appointed by the Department who shall issue instructions to them. 

To defray the expenses connected with the sorting, three Gre 
(about one-third of a penny) per hectol. will be charged by the 
Customs Authorities for salted herrings exported by sea or rail ; 
persons desiring to have so-called “ fish-packed ” herrings sorted, 
shall pay three dre for each barrel and half-barrel sorted. ‘The 
amount of herrings to be charged for shall be ascertained from the 
exporter’s affidavit, accompanied by bill of lading or other proof. 

Barrels or half barrels once stamped with the sorting mark shall 
not be used again for the treatment or export of salt herring until 
the mark is deleted. 

This Law is to come into force on the Ist January, 1903, and 
repeals all former Acis or Regulations relating to the sorting of 
herrings. 
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GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a memorandum by the Commercial Attaché 


for the Testing 2% Berlin, in which it is stated that the idea of 
of Materials, establishing an Imperial Office for the testing 


of materials, mentioned in a debate in the 
Reichstag over two years ago (see “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for October, 1898, p. 456), has not been carried out. The 
German Government have decided, instead of doing this, to give 
pecuniary assistance to the already existing testing institutions in 
the different States of the Empire for special objects in which they 
may be specially interested. For this purpose a sum of 5,000/. 
was inserted in the Budget for 1900 for the first time. This sum 
is to be devoted to the cost of erecting buildings and machinery 
for the testing of raw materials, including 4001. for the cost for the 
first year of running the new establishment, probably at the 
Prussian Experimental Institution. 


ITALY. 
The British Vice-Consul at Ancona, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that within the province 


. of Ancona there are seven paper mills employing 
jan and, mM 1,041 hands of both sexes. One of these 
Sinigaglia establishments was founded in the year 1417. 


The production consists of paper of every 
description including the quality required for bank notes, Govern- 
ment bonds and other scrip, and besides the quantity consumed in 
Italy, large exports are made to foreign countries. 

In addition to a metallurgical establishment and shipbuilding 
yard at Ancona, there are 26 foundries and workshops within the 
Ancona Consular district, viz. :—Six of agricultural machinery, iron 
and brass foundries, three of weights and measures, one of repairs 
of agricultural machinery, one of copper netting and wire, two of 
agricultural machinery and mechanical repairs, two of general 
ironwork, two of nails, two of general ironwork and _ repairs, 
one of repairs of agricultural machinery, two of agricultural 
machinery, brass founders, two of repairs of agricultural and 
industrial machinery, two of rural implements. 

At Sinigaglia the “‘ Societa Ligure-Lombarda” has lately estab- 
lished a manufactory for the extraction of sugar from beetroot 
cultivated in or near the neighbourhood. 

This establishment employs 300 hands, and is provided with 
nine steam boilers of 575 horse-power besides 16 motors of 353 
horse-power, and is able to deal with 60 cwt. of beetroot per day. 

Within the province there are 25 establishments for the manu- 
facture of chemical productions consisting of gunpowder, matches 
(wood), tallow and wax candles, soap, sugar refineries, ice, and 
artificial mineral waters. (Foreign Office, Annual Sevies, 2,563.) 
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SERVIA. 


The following table, purporting to show the value of the foreign 


. ' trade of Servia in 1900, is taken from the “‘ Revue 
Foreign Trade in Orient” of 20th ult.:— 


1900. 
— | 1899. 1900. 
| 
| 
Imports ... 1,857,000 | 2,161,000 
Exports ... ae 2,630,000 | 2,661,000 
Total Trade 4,487,000 4,822,000 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In a report recently received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, it is stated that 


mg the economical and financial stagnation which 
Suomen. has held Hungary in its grip since the year 1895 


showed no signs of amelioration during the year 
1900 ; on the contrary, the situation has become worse. In spite of a 
tolerably good harvest, the unsettled character of the economical 
relations with Austria on the one hand, and on the other the 
general stiffening of the international gold market, seriously de- 
pressed the spirit of enterprise, and there is to be observed 
everywhere, but especially in the capital, a standstill in every 
branch of trade and industry. Owing to the absence of an active 
demand for Hungarian mortgage bonds and communal obligations, 
the building industry in Buda-Pesth has entered upon a period of 
enforced idleness, and, in consequence, the wage-earning capacity 
of numerous classes has received a severe check. An equally pre- 
judicial influence has been exerted by the depreciation of local 
values, no less than by the unremunerative business effected by 
the great industrial firms. A noticeable result has been an exodus 
on a large scale of working hands. 

Notwithstanding all this, it cannot be said that the economic 
situation has taken a critical character; credit maintains itself 
unshattered and discharges its normal functions. A favourable 
symptom is also to be noted in the fact that the railway returns 
show no falling off; on the contrary, the goods traffic during the 
second half of 1900 manifested a progressive increase. 

The Consul-General further notes that the increase in the 
Budget of the Ministry of Commerce—Board of Trade --has 
been still large. Not including the costs for the maintenance 
of public highways, it rose from 500,000 to 3,000,000 f1., and 
reached eventually a figure over 4,000,000 fl., but it must be 
mentioned that the deficit of the National Exhibition, 1896, was 
charged to this department in the accounts of 1897, This notable 


42 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. | Apr. 4, 1901. 


Miscellaneous. 


increase is, however, fully accounted for by the extraordinary 
activity of this department, which has achieved considerable 
success in developing trade, industry, and commerce, and in 
safeguarding and protecting the rights of commerce in general. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,565.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Vice-Consul at St. Paul, in a recent report to the 
Act respecting Foreign Office, states that during the last 
Foreign Corpora. "2 of the legislature an Act was passed 
+ alae providing that a foreign corporation, before it 
Sieieste. can transact business in Minnesota, must 
appoint a resident agent and file in the office of 
the Secretary of State a copy of such appointment, also a copy of 
its charter or articles of incorporation, duly certified and authenti- 
cated by the proper authorities, and such corporation must pay 
into the State Treasury 101. for the first 10,0V0/. or fraction thereof 
of the capital stock, and a further sum of 1. for every additional 
2,000/. or fraction thereof of capital stock, and no increase of the 
capital stock of any corporation shall be valid and effectual until 
such corporation shall have paid into the State Treasury the sum 
of 1/. for every 2,000/. or fraction thereof of such increase of its 
capital stock. 

Upon complying with the terms of the Act, the foreign corporation 
is entitled to all the privileges and advantages of a domestic 
corporation ; a failure to comply with the provisions of the Act, 
subjects the corporation to a fine of 2001. 

The Act does not apply to corporations doing business in the 
State previous to its passage, nor to corporations engaged exclu- 
sively in manufacturing business, travelling salesmen canvassing 
for business for foreign corporations, corporations engaged only in 
the business of loaning money or investing in securities in the 
State, corporations organised for the purpose of raising and 
improving live stock, cultivating and improving farms or horti- 
cultural lands, growing sugar beets, or any corporation organised 
for the purpose of canning fruits or vegetables. (Foreiyn Office, 
Annual Series, 2,566.) 


CHILE. 


In the recent report of H.M. Consul at Coquimbo it is stated that 
— the chinchilla is in danger of extermination, 
an for the chase of the sae is carried on with 
‘no respect for the breeding season, and should ~ 
the demand for the skin continue to be as active as it was during 
1899 there will soon be no chinchillas left in the province. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,567.) 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 13 Weeks ended 28th March, 1901. 


Week ended | 13 Weeks ended 


— 28th March, 28th March, 
1901. 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 

Brazilian ... ove 9,224 
East Indian aes 5,530 26,592 
Total... 54,929 1,084,414 

Exports. 

(Bales.) 
No. No. 

Brazilian ... eee eee ose 510 
Miscellaneous ... 12 1,710 
Total 5,968 72,472 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
30th March, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 47,908 1 26 0 
Barley ove ove ose 20,179 24 9 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1597 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
sponding 
Week in 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. 
1897 eve, 45,027 3 18,927 2 9,289 6 | 27 10 22 3 16 3 
| 
| 


1898 ...| 53,483 3 | 14,017 7 /| 11,343 6 
1899 ...| 69,071 2 | 22,851 0/ 13500 6 2411 | 22° 1611 
0 6| 15,200 5 | 2510 | 2411 


1900 72,764 34,387 


| 
| 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
| 
Lo a | | | | | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended i 
30th March, 1901, 6 eel with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- } 
30th Mar., | ing week 1 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... a. Number 6 216 6,861 
Sheep and lambs... 4,392 5.538 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef er) Cwts, 60,583 70,999 
48,808 46,805 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Pork ove 5,480 4,659 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh -.. - 14,860 13,423 | 
Meat. ‘preserved, otherwise thanby salting ” 17,952 9,444 | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— 
argarine ... ove ove eee 16,942 20,759 
Cheese 37,027 | 26,250 
Milk, fresh, "jn cans or drums* .. ” 493 
Poultry and game... Value £ 4,62. | 9,248 q 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned)... Cwts. 1.632 7,473 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— if 
Wheat... Cwts, 1,378,800 825,800 
Wheat-meal and flour ove 278,600 | 281,500 
jb Peas 40,500 | 21,400 
Maize orIndiancom 690,500 | 706,800 
Fruit, raw :— | 
Apples ose Cwts, 40,839 27,821 
Apricots and peaches a ra 12 3 q 
Cherries ... ooo eee eee eee Cwts. 
Currants ... ove ove eve ” 
Grapes... ose 335 755 
Lemons ... ove 18,288 23,250 
Oranges ... eve 9 188,073 144,535 
Strawberries eee eee ” 3 = q 
Cwts, 676 1,860 
retables, raw 
nions... oon eve Bushels. 149,676 | 40,130 
Potatoes eco Cwts. 246,178 145,113 
Tomatoes . ove 16,308 8,269 i” 
Unenumeratea ... Value z 8.127 14,344 
Preserved by canningt . 3120 | 
* In 1900 these were not shown separately. if 
+ Included with vegetables, raw, unenumerated, prior to 1901. H | : 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


I.—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of | Imports. 
Countries, Year |— — 
ending. | 1899, 1900, 1901, 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... Roubles 521,083,000 550,826,000 | 533,623,000 
Belgium (2 Months) ... | Feb. ......, Francs 805,712,000 346,977,000 294,136,000 
France (2 Months) ...... BOD... scsiee Francs 771,417,000 742,155,000 787,352,000 
Spaint (1 Month) Jan, ......) Pesetas 61,930,000 69,693,000 72,633,000 
(1898) (1899) 1900 
Portugal (7 Months) ... | July ......| Milreis 28,179,000 81,413,000 36,724,000 
1898) (1899) 1900) 
Ital f (12 Months) Dec, ......| Lire  1,418,335,000 | 1,506,561,000 | 1,699.235,000 
y onth) ...... an, ......| Lire  '110,816,900 °128/314,000 | 133,118,000 
Austria-Hungary Kronen 894,000 142,026,000 133,594,000 
(1 Month) | 8-9 (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States(7 Mths.) | Jan. ......! Dollars “06, 943,000 486,420,000 458,963,000 
(1899) (1900) 
Mexicoz (5 Months) ... | Nov. ...... | Dollars 18, 333,000 22,566,000 26,120,000 
1898 (1899) (1900) 
British India (9 Months) | Dee, ...... Rupees 48, 09,313 | 53 02.48,481 | 54,32,38,609 
(1899) (1900) 
Canada (6 Months)...... | Dec. .... | Seanie 7B. 104,715 88,520,109 88,767,379 
In Pounps STERLING. 
£ £ 
R 1898) (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... 55,003,000 58,090,000 56,327,000 
Belgium+ (2 Months) ... | Feb. ...... 12,228,000 13,879,000 11,765,000 
France (2 Months) ...... | Feb. ...... 30,857,000 29,686,000 29,494,000 
Spaint (1 Month) ...... 2,477,000 2,788,000 2,905,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Portugal (7 Months) ... | July ...... 6,340,000 7,068,000 8,263,000 
1898) (1899) (1900) 
Ital (12 Months)... | Dec. ..... 56,533,000 60,262,000 67,969,000 
Month)...... 4,413,000 5,133,000 5,325,000 
Austria- 5,412,000 5,918,000 5,566,000 
(1 Month) (1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States (7 Mths.) | Jan, ...... 76,447,000 101,837,000 95,617,000 
| (1898) (1899) (1900) 
Mexicot (5 Months) ... | Nov. .....- 3,667,000 4,513,0C0 5,224,000 
| (1898) (1899) 1900) 
British India (9 Months) | Dec. ......| 32,521,000 35,850,000 36,216,000 
| (1898) | (1899) (1900) 
Canada (6 Months) 15,647,000 | 18,442,000 | 18,493,000 
| | 
United Kingdom (2M.) | Feb. ...... 76,756,000 | 82,201,000 | 85,702,000 
| 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

¢ Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
t The values of the imports are stated in id, and the dollar has been converted into 
The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 


English currency at the rate of 4s, 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II—EXPORTS. 
Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


| Period of Exports. 
Countries, | Year 
ending 1899. | 1900. 1901. 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... Roubles 658,045,000 | 559,400,000 | 643,609,000 
| 
Belgiumt (2 Months) ... | Feb. «| Francs 253,242,000 257,829,000 244,222,000 
France (2 Months) ...... Feb. ...... Francs £29,673,000 580,454,000 585,150,000 
Spaint (1 Month)......... | Jam. Pesetas 54,806,000 61,492,000 51,257,000 
1898) (1899) (1900) 
Portugal (7 Months) ... | July ......|Milreis —_ 16,709,000 17,290,000 18.382,000 
| 1898) (1899) (1900) 
Italy {(12 Months) ... Dec. ...... Lire 1,203,569,000 1,481,41€,000 | 1,338,346,000 
Y ((1 Month) ...... Lire 98,323,000 | 112,854,000 | 106,593,000 
Austria-Hungary | Jan. ......| Kronen 127,795,000 131,603,000 128,607,000 
(1 Month) | 1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States (7 Mths.) | Jan, ...... Dollars 736,938,000 | 787,392,000 | 887,702,000 
1898 (1899) (1900) 
Mexicot (5 Months)...... | Nov. ......| Dollars 60,733,000 54,941,000 65,192,000 
1898 (1899) (1900) 
British India (9 Months) | Dec. ...... Rupees 78,88,85,634 | 77,46,44,786 | 74,19,87,154 
98 1899 1900 
Canada (6 Months) ... Dec. ...... Dollars 83,113,266 93,061,578 108,002,883 
In Pounps Sreruina. 
£ 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... 69,461,000 59,047,000 67,937,000 
Belgium+ (2 Months) ... | Feb, ...... 10,130,000 10,313,000 9,769,000 
France (2 Months) ...... Feb. 21,187,000 23,218,000°} 23,406,000 
Spaint (1 Month) ...... | Jan. 2,192,000 2,460,000 2,050,000 
(1898) (1899) 900) 
Portugal (7 Months) ... | July .. 8,759,000 38,890,000 4,136,000 
(1898) 1899) 1900) 
Ital by Months) ... | Dec, ...... 48,143,000 57,257,000 53,584,000 
UY Month)...... Jan. 3,933,000 4,514,000 4,264,000 
Austria-Hungary oe 5,325,000 5,483,000 5,359,000 
(1 Month) (1898-9) (1899-1900) 1900-1) 
United States (7 Mths.) | Jan. ..... 153,529,000 164,040,000 | 184,938,000 
1898) (1899) 1900) 
Mexicot (5 Months)... Nov 6,073,300 5,494,100 6,519,200 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
British India (9 Months) | Dec. ...... 52,592,000 51,643,000 49,466,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Canada (6 Months) ... | Dec, ...... 17,315,000 19,388,000 22,501,000 
United Kingdom** eee 39,730,000 46,804,000 45,791,000 
(2 Months) 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 

{ The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted 
into English currency at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico inciujetullion and specie. 

** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1899 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
February: Accident Insurance in Austria in 1898: The Price of 

Bread: Accident, Old Age, and Invalidity Insurance in Germany 
in 1899: Lead Poisoning: Labour Disputes in Denmark in 1899: 
German Labour Colonies in 1900: New Industrial Organisations 
registered in 1900: Labour in the Colonies, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Trade and Shipping of South-East Asia (with Map and Statistical 
Tables). (Cd. 324/01]. Price 1s. 04d. 

This return, issued by the Board of Trade, deals with the trade 
and shipping of South-East Asia, viz., French Indo-China, Siam, 
the Straits Settlements, and the British and Dutch possessions in 
the East Indian Archipelago, the information contained in it 
having been collated (as in the case of the Report on the Trade 
and Shipping of Africa, published in 1899 (C 9,233)), from 
Reports issued by the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office, as 
well as from Reports of Foreign Consuls, and from official and 
semi-official foreign publications. The Philippine Archipelago has 
not been dealt with in view of the abnormal condition of affairs 
which has existed there of recent years. 

The subject matter is divided into five parts :—- 

I.—French Indo-China, i.e., Cochin China and Cambodia, Tonkin, 
Annim, and the Laos country. 
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II.—Siam. 

Ill.—-The Straits Settlements, i.c., Singapore, Penang, and 
Malacca; the Malay Federated States, viz., Perak, Selangor, the 
Negri Sembilan and Pahang, and J ohor. 

IV.—The British Possessions in the East Indian Islands, 1.e., 
British North Borneo, Sarawak, Labuan, and British New Guinea. 

V.—The Dutch East Indies, 7.e., Java and Madura, Sumatra, 
Dutch Borneo, Celebes, and other islands. 

The values of the import and export trade of the countries 
treated of are shown, the figures relating to the latest years for 
which reliable statistics are available. The tonnage of the shipping 
at the larger ports, distinguishing, as far as possible, British and 
Foreign, is given, together with the latest information as to 
railways and other means of communication, and remarks on the 
special industries of various districts. Tables are appended show- 
ing particulars of the trade between the United Kingdom and the 
countries referred to in the body of the work, as well as the 
values of the import and export trade in the principal articles 
between this country and the most important of the above 
countries in each of the years comprised in the period 1895-1899. 
These tables have been compiled from the “ Annual Statement of 
Trade of the United Kingdom.” 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. II. 33-i. Price 44d. 

This is the latest issue of the monthly accounts relating to the 
trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
Russia, Sweden, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, the United States, and British 
India, and summary statements for Russia, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, the United States, Mexico, 
British India, and Canada. The statements for each country deal 
with the latest period for which returns have been received at the 
Board of Trade at the date of preparation, those for Italy showing 
the principal articles imported and exported during the whole of 
the year 1900. 


Seventh Annual Abstract of Labeur Statistics of the United 
Kingdom. [Cd. 495.] Price 1s. 

This return whick, is compiled annually by the Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, contains in a summary form all the 
principal figures relating to the condition of labour in the United 
Kingdom, brought down to the latest possible date. Amongst the 
subjects dealt with are :—Trade Unions, Associations of Employers, 
Workmen’s Co-operative Societies, Workmen’s Clubs, Friendly 
Societies, Trade Disputes, Conciliation, Arbitration, Production, 
Fluctuations in Employment, Imports and Exports, Prices, 
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Pauperism, Profit Sharing, Changes in Wages and Hours of 
Labour, Rates of Wages, d&c., Industrial Accidents, Industrial 
Actions and Prosecutions, Growth and Movement of Population, &c., 
Occupations of the People, &e., Employment of Women and 
Children, Employment of Seamen, Building Societies and Savings 
Banks 

Post Office Telegraphs. Account and Statement. 54. Price 3d. 

This return shows the gross receipts and expenditure of the 
telegraph service during the year ended 31st March, 1900. The 
deficiency on the telegraph service during the financial year 
1899-1900 amounted to 587,452/., made up as follows :—Interest 
on capital charges, &c., 298,8601., excess of expenditure over 
receipts, 288,592. 

Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade during the nine months ending 30th 
September, 1900. [Cd. 366.] Price 1s. 8d. 

According to this return 948 persons were killed, and 5,533 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of 
public traffic during the first nine months of 1900; for the corres- 
ponding period of 1899 the figures were 863 killed and 4,794 
injured. In addition to the above, 48 persons were killed ‘and 
8,979 injured during the nine months ended 30th September, 
1900, by accidents which occurred upon the premises of railway 
companies, but in which the movement of railway vehicles was not 
concerned, so that the total number of personal accidents reported 
to the Board of Trade by the Railway Companies of the United 
Kingdom during the nine months in question caused the death of 


996 persons, and injury to 14,512. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since Ist January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price, 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... 2d, 

2547 (1899) Supplement ove 3d. 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa ‘District, "1900 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) ... 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __... ose 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... ve ove sol - 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... ost 
2554 Tonian Islands (1899) ... ove ove lid. 
2555 Angola (1899) ... ve 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place. | Price. 

2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900)... coe 
2558 | New Orleans(1900) a | 
2559 Italy, Finan¢ées for 1900—01 

2560 | Spain (1899) ... we DB. 
2563 Ancona (1900) ... { 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka Lad. 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition ... 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 


Miscellaneous Series. 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... see 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao 
548 United States——Beet Sugar Industry 3a. 


Treaty Series. 


| 

The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, } 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
| 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


No. ee Price. 

1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 

2 Convention between the United Kingdom and Japan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons dea wae 4d. | 

3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary i 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration q 

| 

i 


Annual. 

No. Place. | Price. i 
314 Hong Kong... dite oss 
315 Southern Nigeria ove 24d. 
316 Grenada ove eee 3d. 
317 Jamaica | 43d. 
| 


| 
if 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and. of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 

-information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcwe and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and ~ 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to ke obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spotiiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d. 
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